
(SEPTEMBER 2020) - Sous Les Etoiles Gallery is pleased to present a collection of photographs and 
photomontages from the Italian artist Gianfranco Chiavacci (1936-2011), represented exclusively in United 
States by the gallery. 

Part of the exclusive online program developed by the Gallery, this exhibition Binary Sequences is the first 
show dedicated solely to Chiavacci’s photography works, that is on from September 24th to October 24th, 
2020 and include photographs, photomontage and photographic Sculpture.

A self-taught and innovative Tuscan artist, Gianfranco Chiavacci was born in Pistoia in 1936, near Florence, 
where he lived and worked for all his life. In 1962, after taking a programming course on IBM’s first 
computers, Chiavacci’s curiosity for this new form of language sparked. With aspects of optical and kinetic 
art, he made paintings experimenting with different materials creating one-of-a-kind geometric figures 
and forms, all the while never using the computer, but the binary logic that is inherent to it, mastering the 
art of experimentation in painting, photography and three-dimensional work. 

In the 1970s, Chiavacci began to use photography as a tool of investigation. By separating himself from the 
common use of the camera, he researched, recorded and repeated the movements of objects in space and 
time. Using compositions, photograms, solarization, three-dimensional sculptures, color slides and most 
importantly, light, he developed his most extensive series Ricerce Fotografice (Photographic Research), a 
body of work representing the purest form of abstraction. Through his systematic mannerisms, Chiavacci 
created an environment where the systems created by him became forms of abstraction and where the 
binary system, so present in all his other work, is replaced by the concept of two-dimensionality  

In the series  “Translations, Rotations, Blurs” Chiavacci used the movements of simple objects such as 
cardboard to create a variety of movements. “Translations,” are records of static positions happening 
before an open shutter; “Rotations,” are these same objects, lit by a wood light, exposed on horizontal 
surfaces at various shutter speeds and finally, in “Blurs,” the focus is on the film emulsion. A few years 
later, Chiavacci replaced the use of black and white with color. In his “Cibachrome” series from 1973, also 
known as Ilfoflex, he used very similar methods and created a “correlation between the chromatic scale 
and the binary elaboration of [two]-dimensionality” . 

Throughout the 1980s, Chiavacci used his self-portraits developed in the 1970s, and expanded them into 
photographic sculptures: a study on the self through an experimentation of volume. In his sculptures, 
Chiavacci sought to expand the two-dimensionality of the binary logic into artworks of volume in which 
the binary can move within a three-dimensional space. His photographic sculptures do just this. The use 
of black and white images offers the binary duality present in Chiavacci’s aesthetic that is then moved into 
a space to impose volume.  

The photo montages from this decade are combinations of various techniques he previously used such as 
solarization and silver gelatin prints. For example, the photograph used in GF1965 is an image made in 
1978, GF1552-4 Simmetria. In 1978, the image is used as a negative on its own, while Chiavacci later 
used, in 1985, the positive image and composited it with a traditional Italian wall tile background. Whether 
it was during a family vacation or daily life, Chiavacci’s use of complementary colors or the use of negative 
and positive space show the viewer that he was constantly in search of new two-dimensional opportunities. 
The photomontages are examples of the infinite amount of possibilities when in the binary logic. ... /...
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For inquiry regarding price and availability please contact the gallery at info@souslesetoilesgallery.net or 
by phone at +1 646-239-4851
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