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Photo Exhibit Inspired by French
Writer’s 1947 Journey Across

America
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Esther Bubley, Coast to Coast, SONJ, 1947, © Estate Esther Bubley/ courtesy Howard
Greenberg Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery 
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mid-twentieth century travelogue provides the inspiration for Sous Les Etoiles
Gallery‘s newest photography exhibition. In 1947, French writer, intellectual, and
feminist theorist Simone de Beauvoir landed at New York’s Laguardia airport, ready

for a four-month voyage across the country. Of course, she couldn’t help but keep a diary of
her experiences during her first time in the United States.

Moving coast to coast by train, Greyhound bus, and car, she jotted down every detail of her
journey. The resulting diary was published as America Day by Day, and this is the text that
provides the inspiration for a new photo exhibit curated by Corinne Tapia, director of Sous
Les Etoiles Gallery. Inspired by de Beauvoir’s words, Tapia has gathered images from some
of the best photographers of the time to visually narrate the experience.

Classic black and white photographs by renowned photographers like Todd Webb, Tony
Vaccaro, Ansel Adams, and Ida Wyman paint a vivid picture of the America de Beauvoir was
experiencing. By carefully selecting images from 1947, Tapia takes viewers on a journey
through post-World War II America for a nostalgic look at this incredible moment in history.

There is an interesting juxtaposition between de Beauvoir’s words and observations as an
outsider used to European culture and the America captured by photographers born and
raised in the country. In New York, de Beauvoir remained unimpressed by the architecture.
“I walk between the steep cliffs at the bottom of a canyon where no sun penetrates: it’s
permeated by a salt smell. Human history is not inscribed on these carefully calibrated
buildings: They are closer to prehistoric caves than to the houses of Paris or Rome.” Instead,
Ida Wyman’s Looking East on 41st Street, New York pays homage to the grandeur of these
skyscrapers and the bustling city. By placing both perspectives side by side, it’s up to the
viewer to decipher which truth is closer to their own.

1947, Simone de Beauvoir in America is on view from December 13, 2018 to February 9,
2019 at Sois Les Etoiles Gallery in New York City.

1947, Simone de Beauvoir in America looks at
post-World War II America through the eyes
of renowned photographers.



Vassar Girl, Alumnae Pub Mural , Vassar College 1947, courtesy Archives/ Collection of
Vassar College and Sous Les Etoiles Gallery



Louis Faurer, New York, NY, 1947 (profile head in El window), Courtesy Deborah Bell
Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery





Todd Webb, White Only, 1947, Mississippi, Courtesy Webb Archive and Sous Les Etoiles
Gallery

Wayne Miller, From ” The Way of Life of the Northern Negro,” Chicago (Afternoon Game at
Table 2), 1946-1948 courtesy Stephen Daiter Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery



Ida Wyman, Looking East on 41st Street, New York , 1947, courtesy Stephen Cohen Gallery/
Sous Les Etoiles Gallery





Fred Lyon, Post & Powell, Union Square, San Francisco, 1947, courtesy Peter Fetterman
Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery

Tony Vaccaro, Pix Theater, New York, 1947, courtesy Monroe Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles
Gallery



Ferenc Berko, Fire Escape, Chicago, 1947, Courtesy Tom Gitterman Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles
Gallery



Max Yavno, Ferry Building, San Francisco, 1947, Courtesy Scott Nichols Gallery/ Sous Les
Etoiles Gallery



Fred Stein, Bonwit Teller Window, New York, 1947, Courtesy Rosenberg and Co 
Gallery/Sous Les Etoiles Gallery
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