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Inside Simone de Beauvoir's
America
A photographic journey

A new show documents American life in the '40s, as seen through Posted Thursday 10th January, 2019

the eyes of the young writer and intellectual. Text by Miss Rosen

Share n January of 1947, Simone de Beauvoir (1908 — 1986) arrived in New York
this... I from her native France to begin a four-month speaking tour at colleges

o across the United States. Over a period of 116 days, she crossed 19 states and
o 56 cities by trains, cars, and Greyhound buses, immersing herself in the na-

lin/

tion's landscape and keeping a detailed diary of all that she witnessed.

First published in France in 1948, America Day by Day shows us America
through de Beauvoir's eyes, giving us a taste of life for the young writer and
intellectual just two years before she published her landmark work, The Sec-

ond Sex.

“This is a very photographic book,” says Corinne Tapia, director of Sous Les
Etoiles Gallery in New York. “The writing is so precise. She is determined to
tell her truth and what she sees. You can easily point out the fact by the de-

scriptions of the cities: where she is, where she goes, and what she hears.”

Tapia first read the book 15 years ago, returning to it periodically and there-
in discovering a desire all her own: to curate an exhibition of photographs

illustrating the world de Beauvoir's encountered.



Tony Vaccaro, Pix Theater, New York, 1947, courtesy Monroe Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery



In Simone de Beauvoir in America, Tapia does just this as she traces de Beau-

voir’s steps in works by Ansel Adams, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Saul Leiter,
Rebecca Lepkoft, Fred Lyon, Wayne Miller, Ruth Orkin, Fred Stein, Tony

Vaccaro, Todd Webb, and Brett Weston, among others.

The exhibition begins when De Beauvoir touches ground. “She landed at
LaGuardia Airport, which was the first international airport at the time, so [
wanted to include a picture of it,” Tapia details. “When she arrived at her
hotel near Broadway, she went up to her room, dropped off her things, and

went out to walk. She sensed the electricity of life at night.”

The flaneur was feted in New York at a series ol cocktail parties attended by
the Condé Nast set, and was later described as the “prettiest existentialist”

by Janet Flanner in The New Yorker.

“In the book, she is very aware something different will happen to her,”
Tapia says. “She is open to adventure, to discover the unknown and herself.
When you are in an unknown situation, you have to push your limits, and

this is the situation she was in. She had the ability to do so”

Wayne Miller, From ” The Way of Life of the Northern Negro,” Chicago (Afternoon Game at Table 2), 1946-1948 courtesy

Stephen Daiter Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery.
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Ferenc Berko, Fire Escape, Chicago, 1947, Courtesy Tom Gitterman Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery

And so she did with a style and flair wholly her own. Whether travelling to
Harlem to hear Billie Holiday perform, visiting the Chicago underworld
with her lover Nelson Algren as her guide, or travelling through the Jim
Crow South, de Beauvoir used her pen as one might use a camera to cap-

ture the shape and texture of the moment.

“She was a woman who enjoyed life,” Tapia says. “She has a large appetite
for everything and you have a sense of the street person delighted to dis-

cover every corner.”

This dedication to revelation underscores de Beauvoir’s ethos, one which
she sets forth in The Second Sex with the famed observation, “One is not

born, but rather becomes, a woman.”

Tapia agrees. “In any situation, you have to discover who you are. It is not

only as a woman - it is a human being. You become what you are.



Vassar Girl, Alumnae Pub Mural , Vassar College 1947, courtesy Archives/ Collection of Vassar College and Sous Les Etoiles Gallery

Max Yavno, Ferry Building, San Francisco, 1947, Courtesy Scott Nichols Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery



Fred Stein, Bonwit Teller Window, New York , 1947, Courtesy Rosenberg and Co Gallery/Sous Les Etoiles Gallery

[ —

B

i

i e Sa :
L M Sl S T s e
Ida Wyman, Looking East on 41st Street, New York, 1947, courtesy Stephen Cohen Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery



Fred Lyon, Post & Powell, Union Square, San Francisco, 1947, courtesy Peter Fetterman Gallery/ Sous Les Etoiles Gallery.

Simone de Beauvoir in America: A Photographic Journey inspired by her essay,
America Day by Day’, is on view at Sous Les Etoiles Gallery, New York,
through February 9, 2019

Follow Miss Rosen on Twitter.
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